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What explains variation in how effective coercive actors are in changing civilian beliefs 

about the world? What are the long-term effects of rebel group ideological socialization 

of civilians on civilian political ideas? This dissertation seeks to provide both theoretical 

and empirical contributions to the study of ideas during war by explaining variation in the 

success of socialization, measured through the degree of civilian belief change achieved 

by Colombia's Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). The FARC represents 

a good case due to its recent demobilization and large within-group variation in the type 

of civilian socialization. I provide a theory of why rebel groups do or do not ideologically 

socialize civilians in the first place and then under what conditions socialization succeeds 

in changing civilian beliefs. Principally, I argue that groups that engage in participatory 

socialization and have territorial control are more likely to succeed in changing civilian 

beliefs. My empirical strategy is three-fold. First, interviews with FARC ex-combatants 

clarify the ideological training they received, how they passed it to civilians, and whether 

there were differences across FARC units. Second, ethnographic research in a paired 

comparison of two municipalities clarifies the mechanisms through which socialization 

occurred. This ethnographic work also allows for in-depth, credible measures of civilian 

political ideas. Finally, a quantitative analysis examines the relationship between FARC 

territorial control, coded with qualitative information, and civilian political beliefs, 

measured through a survey of more than 10,000 civilians in conflict zones. 



 

Dissertation Title: The Ideological Socialization of Civilians During Civil War 

A Dissertation 

Presented to the Faculty of the Graduate School 

of 

Yale University 

In Candidacy for the Degree of 

Doctor of Philosophy 

by 

Daniel Raoul Hirschel-Burns 

Dissertation Director: Elisabeth Jean Wood 

December 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© 2023 by Daniel Raoul Hirschel-Burns 

All rights reserved.



 

iii 
 

Table of Contents 
 

1. Introduction………………………………………………………………………..1 
2. Literature review…………………………………………………………………19 
3. What do armed groups attempt civilian socialization?..........................................68 
4. Why does civilian socialization succeed………………………………………..100 
5. Colombia and the FARC, a background…………………………………….…..121 
6. Research design…………………………………………………………….…...174 
7. The FARC’s legacy in Orillas, Antioquia…………………………………….…195 
8. Authoritarian backfire and failed socialization in Retiro, Tolima………….…...241 
9. A quantitative analysis of FARC territorial control and civilian beliefs…….….299 
10. Conclusion, implications, and avenues for future research…………………..…323 

Works Cited……………………………………………………….……………333 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

iv 
 

Dissertation acknowledgements 

It is somewhat strange that in political science, the dissertation is the one 

document that must be fully single-authored when it is also the project that requires the 

most help from others. There are dozens of people whose advice was crucial to this 

project, and if any of them had not provided me with their time and wisdom, the project’s

quality would have suffered greatly or the dissertation simply would not have been 

completed. First, I want to thank the person who has shepherded this project from start to 

finish and had the most influence on its direction, Libby Wood. Her other advisees and I 

still do not understand how she finds the time and the energy to help us as she does. Her 

dedication and attention to detail in my dissertation improved this project immensely, and 

the way I think about the world was deeply influenced in the process. It is hard to 

imagine who I would be as an academic and a person had she not advised me for the last 

seven years. Even beyond her work ethic and her brilliance, I deeply appreciated her 

support during difficult times. When my already-delayed-by-COVID fieldwork was 

delayed further for reasons beyond my control, she held impromptu office hours for me 

in a Bogotá cab in the 30 minutes between two of her appointments. Find an advisor who 

will do that for you.  

 I also benefitted from a supportive set of committee members at Yale. I have been 

inspired by Jim Scott’s work since college, and I have continued to benefit from his big-

picture ideas through the PhD. Also, it is important to note that he is simply a very nice 

and unpretentious man. That cannot be said for so many superstar academics at the end of 

their careers. Dan Mattingly has also been unfailingly supportive throughout the 

dissertation. I have really enjoyed learning from his work, which is similar enough to 



 

v 
 

overlap with mine my different enough to produce fascinating new insights. Several 

components of the dissertation, especially the quantitative chapter, are far better than they 

would have been specifically because of his advice. I have been lucky to know Egor 

Lazarev in two capacities, first as a visiting PhD student and then later as an advisor. In 

both roles, I have appreciated his advice and companionship. He really pushed me on 

some key issues through the dissertation, and helped me think more deeply about the 

options for framing it and my subsequent work. I also owe a debt of gratitude to Gil 

Joseph and Jason Lyall, who helped advise me at the initial stages of the project. Both 

had a lot on their plate then, but managed to find time for me. Several other Yale faculty 

deserve specific mentions for their help at various stages of the project: Kalyanakrishnan 

Sivaramakrishnan, Louisa Lombard, Stathis Kalyvas, Ian Shapiro, Greg Huber, Liz 

Nugent, Emily Sellars, Ana de la O, Sue Stokes, and Nuno Monteiro. 

 In Colombia, I was lucky to be supported personally and intellectually by a wide 

circle of people. Two of the most important have been my close friends and co-authors 

Andrés Aponte and Andres Uribe. They have both been absurdly generous with their time 

and advice, and am so glad that with them I found my people. More than anyone else I 

met during research, this dissertation could not have been completed without them. We 

have already published one project together, and I look forward to many more. Alejandro 

Zornosa, Dideison Espinosa, Cristian Lopez, and Lina Acosta were all phenomenal 

research assistants. I hope they learned half as much from me as I did from them. I am 

also grateful to Andrés Vargas, Victor Barrera, Daniel Amaya Alba, Jenniffer Vargas, 

Gen Bates, Alex Diamond, Anna Wherry, Anastasia Shesterinina, Ana Arjona, Teófilo 

Vásquez, Francisco Gutíerrez-Sanín, Padre Fernán González, Miguel García, Silvia 



 

vi 
 

Otero, Arlene Tickner, Lorena Carrillo, Padre José Darío Rodríguez, Ingrid Bolivar, 

Sergio Fajardo, Michael Weintraub, Abbey Steele, Natalia Garbiras-Díaz, Luís Enrique 

(Kike) Galeano, José Luís Gutiérrez, Nikolai Ávila, and Andrés Taffur, who all helped 

me in one way or another during my fieldwork. Beyond them, I am fortunate so many 

FARC ex-combatants and residents of Retiro and Orillas lent me their time and their 

wisdom. 

 I also owe a deep debt of gratitude to my fellow students at Yale, many of whom 

will be lifelong friends. Therefore, I would like to thank Fahd Humayan, Haley Allen, 

Alejandro Fajardo, Sophia Dawkins, Dipin Kaur, Alex Kolokotronis, Morgan Galloway, 

Radha Sarkar, Moritz Bondeli, Sofia Elverdin, Valentina Rozo, Kim Moxley, Nerea Cal, 

Matt Koo, Carolina Marques de Mesquita, Shikhar Singh, Leila Ben Abdallah, Shahana 

Sheikh, Johannes Weidemann, Christina Seyfried, Chetana Sabnis, Vatsal Naresh, Drew 

Stommes, Carmen Lea Dege, Marco Biagi, Remco Zwetsloot, Attilio Bernasconi, David 

Cecero, Mel Pavlik, and Hillary Matfess for friendship and feedback. Matt Denney and 

Ramon Garibaldo deserve a special thanks. Matt marries kindness with a quiet conviction 

about what is right, and it has been a privilege to learn from him and see his family grow 

over the course of the PhD. Ramon’s intellectual passion and dedication to ethnography 

have informed my own thinking significantly. I look forward to seeing what he does next.  

 Many academics beyond Yale provided me crucial feedback on my dissertation. I 

want to thank Jane Esberg, Zeki Sarigil, Aisha Elizabeth Bradshaw, Sejuti Das Gupta, 

Sarah Parkinson, Milli Lake, Romain Malejacq, Nicholas Barnes, and the participants in 

the 2018 Advancing Research on Conflict Consortium (ARC[C]) conference, Yale’s

Comparative Politics Workshop, and the 2023 Political Economy of Latin America 



 

vii 
 

working group (PELA). Without Shervin Malekzadeh, I never would have become 

interested in the study of political ideas or power, and the big part of my academic 

journey began in his classroom. Additionally, without the care of Dr. Lauren Tobias, I 

would have seriously struggled to finish the dissertation, and would not have been able to 

imagine a future in which I am consistently healthy.   

 And finally, I am lucky to have a loving, supportive family. Deepika is a constant 

companion, even when separated by oceans and time zones. Neither of us can really tell 

our personal or academic stories over the past near-decade without constantly talking 

about each other. Her love, wisdom, and friendship make everything possible. And most 

of my good decisions throughout the PhD originated in her advice. My dad (Gene) has 

always supported me in navigating academia’s mazes, and helped me think about big 

issues from beyond the confines of political science. My mom (Alison) is faultlessly 

encouraging, always believing I can do and achieve things that seem beyond my grasp, 

and picking me up when I was down. Tim was a wonderful roommate, and along with 

Caitlin, a source of much-needed socializing during the pandemic. Nick is wonderfully 

caring and amiable, and always ready to take my mind off my troubles. Molly is 

constantly a source of joy and affection. Granny has always assured me I am doing the 

right thing, and I love being around her sense of humor. Opa may not have lived to see 

any of my academic career, but without the stories of his life told by Granny, I very likely 

would never have studied war. And then I am lucky that Padmanabhan, Renuka, 

Maitreya, Monica, Arudra, and Ayaansh are my second family. Visiting them in India is 

always something to look forward to. 



 

viii 
 

 Thank you so much to everyone who helped me along the way. Any omissions 

and remaining errors are certainly mine.


